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Taggart returns to Hill
By JONATHAN LINTNER
sports@chherald.com

Western’s head coaching search
committee whittled down a list of more
than 90 candidates in two weeks’ time,
Athletics Director Wood
Selig said on Monday.
Selig said they interviewed four candidates
from all over the country.
As the committee
mulled over the inter- More on
views on Sunday, one Taggart's
candidate sat anxiously
at a Bowling Green Bob hiring,
Evans restaurant, waiting
inside &
for the call that would
keep him at home.
online
The decision was made
at about 6 p.m. Sunday to
name former Toppers running back and
assistant coach Willie Taggart as the football team’s 17th head coach, bringing him
back to the Hill after three seasons as running backs coach at Stanford University.

CHRIS WILSON/HERALD

Willie Taggart, currently Stanford’s running back coach, is announced as the new head
coach of Western’s football team at a press conference on Monday. Taggart spent eight
seasons at Western as an assistant coach before spending three years as the running
backs coach at Stanford University.

Members of the campus community are
mourning the loss of a mother, wife, friend and
professor.
Mathematics Professor Martha “Bettina”
Richmond, 51, was found dead in her van at
Bowling Green Parks and Recreation Sunday,
according to a Bowling Green Police Department press release.
Police were called to the recreation building’s parking lot, located at 225 3rd Ave., at
about 11:30 p.m., according to the press release. They are investigating the death as a homicide.
Barry Pruitt, public information officer for the Bowling Green Police Department,
said police had no further
comment as of Monday afternoon.
The Richmond family declined comment Monday, according to a family friend who
answered the phone at the RICHMOND
Richmond residence.
Richmond was a professor at Western for 23
years.
Her husband, Tom Richmond, is also a math
professor at Western.
Assistant Math Professor Molly Dunkum
said it was a strange environment in the math
department Monday.
James Barksdale, a transitional retiree in
the math department, said Richmond always
seemed to be in a good mood.
“She’d tell me a joke, and I’d tell her a
joke,” he said.
Richmond was always well prepared and
dedicated and she cared a lot about her students, Barksdale said. She was outspoken in a
nice way.
SEE FOUND, PAGE 3

SEE TAGGART, PAGE 6

Officials:
Arts venues
won't clash
By BILLY HICKS
diversions@chherald.com

Local officials said they hope the
Southern Kentucky Performing Arts
Center in downtown Bowling Green
and Western’s historic Van Meter Hall
will boost the area’s arts programs.
SKyPAC Project Director Mary
Carpenter said the center will work
with Van Meter and a similar facility
in Owensboro to schedule performers in succession when possible
to cut costs.
“The more shows
there are for a performer in an area, the more Check
likely he is to cut his
own costs to perform online
there,” she said.
for a
The SKyPAC broke
ground for construc- map of
tion earlier this month. the area
It is planned to be part
of the city’s Tax Increment Financing
district, which gives businesses tax incentives to open downtown.
Carpenter said the goal for the
1,800-seat facility, planned to open in
the summer of 2011, is to play to sellout crowds in its first season.
She said SKyPAC’s ultimate goal
is “to bring art to the community. We
want to educate everyone on the importance and influence of art in everyday life.”
Van Meter is undergoing renovations that will be completed in January, Project Manager Kerra Ogden
said.

EMILY FOX/HERALD

Auburn senior Amy Looper studies sign language with her lab partner, Franklin junior Shelvia Hickman, in the ASL lab in Tate Page Hall. With
the help of her husband, Looper has been able to return to school and pursue degrees in both English writing and communication studies.

Mid-life classes
Adult learners come to Western to further education, careers

By MANDY SIMPSON
news@chherald.com

Auburn senior Amy Looper yanked on shirt after shirt,
skirt after skirt, desperately searching for the correct
combination, the code to the perfect first-day-of-school
outfit.
She hadn’t worked the puzzle in a while — 13 years in
fact. But on that August morning in 2006, Looper, 39, stood
in front of her mirror doing the same dance as thousands of

SEE ARTS, PAGE 3

18-year-olds preparing for their first day at Western.
“I didn’t know what to do, because you don’t want to
dress like you’re trying to be a teenager, but you don’t
want to dress like an old lady,” she said.
Looper is part of Western’s growing population of
adult learners, which now stands at about 3,500 students,
said Jim Berger, associate professor of education administration and leadership and research.
SEE ADULT, PAGE 5

International enrollment rises
By EMILY ULBER
news@chherald.com

About two years ago, Yasar
Tekin was living in Turkey, hoping
to continue his college education in
America.
Not far into his search, Tekin,
a graduate student from Istanbul, found Western. He expects to
graduate with a Master of Business
Administration this summer and
doesn’t plan on leaving the U.S.
any time soon.

TUE. 66˚/ 46˚

Tekin isn’t alone. National data
shows that the number of foreign
students attending American universities hit an all-time high last
year.
The Institute of International
Education released a report last
week showing that the number of
international students at colleges
and universities in the U.S. increased by 8 percent to 671,616 in
the 2008-09 school year.
The report listed India and China as the top countries sending stu-

WED. 57˚/ 39˚

CONTACT: NEWS 270.745.6011

dents to American schools, a statistic that was mirrored at Western.
India, China and Saudi Arabia
are Western’s top three providers
of international students, according to the fall 2009 enrollment
report.
Of the 575 international students
enrolled at Western this fall, 340 —
nearly 60 percent — are from those
three countries, according to the
report.
SEE RISES, PAGE 2

THURS. 51˚/ 35˚

FRI. 52˚/ 34˚

FALL 2009 ENROLLMENT
FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS

Other
India
countries
130 students
138 students
Taiwan
25 students

China
127 students

Republic
of Korea
32 students
Vietnam
40 students

Saudi Arabia
83 students

SAT. 54˚/ 37˚

Source: Office of Institutional
Research. Final Census Data
(October 27, 2009)
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CRIME REPORTS
Reports
■ Clay Hodges, Alvaton,
reported on Nov. 19 that
his blue JanSport book
bag was stolen from the
second floor of Helm
Library. Three books,
medication and other
items were in the bag.
The value of the theft
was $270.

Arrests
■ Kaley Kane, Castle
Heights Road, was arrested on Nov. 20 and
charged with driving under the inﬂuence, having
no tail lights and driving
on a DUI-suspended
license. She was released
the same day on a $2,000
surety bond.

RISES
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

President Gary Ransdell
said it’s common to have a
lot of students come from
high-population
countries
such as China and India,
mostly because the schools
there can’t accommodate all
the students who want to go
to college.
Ransdell said students in
these countries might have
extremely high test scores but

NOVEMBER 24, 2009

a
thousand
words
Bill Schumm prepped a piece of paper
for his next piece of art on Saturday at his
house on 10th Street in Bowling Green.
Schumm said that he saw a scene of a
barn and a field of flowers two years ago
and gave himself the goal of painting the
scene. But he wasn’t an artist at the time.
“This goal inspired me to start doing
art,” Schumm said. “I am a self-taught artist. It’s a gift — nothing but a gift.”
He put the finishing touches on that
piece of art, “The Barn,” on Sunday, he
said.
“I want to sell as much art as I can to
enhance the human condition,” Schumm
said.
Schumm said one art piece that does
that is his “clockstruments.” He takes
pieces of instruments and a clock and
combines them.
“It’s interesting to find parts of an
instrument that create incredible feeling,”
he said. “I want to put them in people’s
houses so they can share that feeling.”

don’t make the cut for colleges at home.
“They’re still great students, and we want them
here,” he said.
Tekin said he’s one of
about four Turkish students at
Western.
Though Turkish students
are few and far between at
Western, Tekin says he’s
made quite a few friends and
has gotten close with his professors.
Raza Tiwana, assistant
director of International

By ALBERT CESARE

Schumm said his inspiration for his
clockstruments came in part from his two
sons, Kurt and Koby, who are both musicians.
Schumm said he also created an instrument by combining a kazoo with a horn
end, usually the end of the bugle, which he
has named “Kazoogles.”
“I do whatever I can every day in
this environment to let people know that
they’re loved,” Schumm said.
Schumm said he has two pieces for sale
at the Tanglez Hair Studio LLC at 2530
Scottsville Road. One of those pieces, entitled “Natalie Portman,” is priced at $550
dollars.
One of Schumm’s clockstruments is
made out of a guitar his daughter, Kelly,
gave him.
“The guitar is for my daughter for her
birthday,” Schumm said.

Fill in the grid so that every column and every 3x3 box
contains the digits 1-9 with no repeats. Solutions, tips
and computer program at www.sudoku.com.

For additional
content and
multimedia visit
us at the new

"A Thousand Words" is a weekly photo essay that
tells untold stories on the edges of campus.

Admissions, said that in
the past year, he’s traveled
to China, Vietnam, Spain
and Egypt to recruit graduate and undergraduate students.
In addition to on-site recruitment, Western works
with overseas agents and
uses social media such as Facebook and Twitter to get in
touch with international students, he said.
The decision to study
overseas is not an easy one,
Tiwana said.

Students and family members must deal with financial
concerns, as well as the admissions process and getting
a visa, he said.
Tekin said the whole admissions process took about
two months, much quicker
than he expected.
He said he’s not sure if
he’ll stay in Bowling Green
when he graduates, but he
knows he wants to continue
living in America.
“I hope to set up a life
here,” he said.

For instant news
and updates,
follow the Herald
on twitter
@wkuherald

Become a fan of the College
Heights Herald on Facebook.

Thanksgiving Break

Shuttle Schedule
Shopping Shuttle will run on
Wed. & Sat. only
2:00pm - 6:00pm
hourly.
Normal Shuttle Service
resumes on Mon.

visit us @ wkuherald.com
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SGA opens drinking age debate

He said the mother of
two would always come by
his office when selling Girl
Scout Cookies.
“It really strikes home
when it’s someone you
work with and have known
for a very long time,”
Barksdale said.
Mark Robinson, assistant math department head,
said the death was a shock
to everyone.
Western counseling services will be available to
faculty, staff, students and
others who knew Richmond,
according to a statement issued by the university.

By SHAKIA HARRIS

ARTS

DO YOU THINK THE DRINKING AGE SHOULD BE LOWERED?

news@chherald.com

Student Government Association President Kevin Smiley has
pledged his support to an open
discussion about the legal drinking age, while President Gary
Ransdell said Western won’t get
involved in the debate.
Ransdell said last week that he
wouldn’t sign the Amethyst Initiative, a petition that encourages
debate about the legal drinking
age being set at 21.
Smiley announced at the Nov.
17 SGA meeting that he decided
to sign the Get Real petition, an
equivalent to the Amethyst Initiative for student body presidents.

The national Get Real petition asks student body presidents
to support an open debate about
alternatives to the current legal
drinking age.
Smiley said he and other student
body presidents in Kentucky discussed encouraging the Get Real
and Amethyst Initiative petitions
during a meeting on Nov. 15.
“People that are 19 or 21 can
fight in a war, but they can’t buy a
beer,” Smiley said.
Ransdell said he won’t fight
the change if federal law changes
the drinking age in the future, but
Western won’t get involved in the
petition.
Smiley said he sent a copy of
the Get Real petition to Rans-

dell’s office Monday morning
along with a note to check out the
Amethyst Initiative.
Murray State University President Randy Dunn is the only president from a Kentucky university
to sign the Amethyst Initiative
petition so far.
Dunn said he thinks presidents
might not be signing because they
think it sends a message of support to lowering the drinking age,
though signing simply encourages
a discussion about the effectiveness of the current drinking age.
He said that when he signed
the Amethyst Initiative petition in
fall 2008, the initiative started receiving national media attention
and negative attention from dif-

ferent interest groups.
“I’ve had a lot of e-mails and
about 15 letters from in-state and
out of state, but that hasn’t caused
me to withdraw my name or
change my decision,” Dunn said.
He is among the 135 other
university and college presidents
nationwide who have signed the
Amethyst Initiative petition since
it was launched in 2008 by John
McCardell, president emeritus of
Middlebury College.
Forty-one student body presidents have signed the Get Real
petition since a non-proft organization called Choose Responsibility launched the petition in
October, according to Choose
Responsibility’s Web site.

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

She said Van Meter,
which seats about 1,100
people, will get new lighting, electrical and plumbing systems in addition to
improved seating and bigger and better facilities for
the performers.
“We gutted the building,” Ogden said.
Jeff Younglove, director
of campus and community
events, said Van Meter is
expected to open to the
public by April 2010.
Van Meter allows student and public involvement, giving it a different
priority and clientele than
SKyPAC, he said.
“Obviously a full house
would be great, but realistically, I would say that since
500 to 600 fills the bottom
area of seating, that would
be good depending on the
event,” he said. “They’ll
be catering to a larger audience.”
Younglove said he has
no concerns about competition between SKyPAC and
Van Meter.
“We expect to work with
SKyPAC on various issues,
like if we’re booked on a
date someone wants to perform, we would tell them
about SKyPAC and send
them their way, that kind of
thing,” Younglove said.
Younglove said he
doubted performers would
want to play the same city
twice but was open to accommodating those who
wanted to.
Carpenter said she wants
multiple show and musical
styles represented at SKyPAC, including Broadway
shows and concerts of all
types.
She said she expects to
work with Van Meter, but
there may sometimes be
scheduling conflicts.
“I’m sure we’ll work
together, but there might
be times when we have
a show that was the only
time we could schedule it
and Van Meter has a performance scheduled for the
same night, but we’ll try to
work that out if there are
conflicts,” she said.

JACOB
ELMORE
Louisville
sophomore

I don’t think it
should be lowered,
because people
would be more
reckless. If they
lower it, it could
probably increase
the danger on the
road.”

CHRISTA
WALKER
Louisville
junior

It should be lowered to 20. I just
think it’s a maturity thing, and people aren’t mature
enough to drink at
18.”

JOSHUA
BROWN
Russellville
sophomore

I think there
should be a drinking awareness test
that you can take
when you’re 18.”

HRL to debut dorm version of 'Cribs'
By LAUREL WILSON
news@chherald.com

Celebrities take television
viewers inside their homes on
“MTV Cribs,” and now, athletes
from Western’s baseball, track
and soccer teams and others will
get to share their dorm rooms
with thousands.
“WKU Cribs,” a new promotion
for Housing and Residence Life, allows students to show off their dorm
rooms in one-minute segments that
will be shown during timeouts at
men’s home basketball games, HRL
Director Brian Kuster said.
He said athletics marketing

WKU !
UNT
DISCO

approached him with the concept
to get HRL’s name out there and
show off the dorms.
There are ten episodes, which
feature athletes and other students,
said Blair Silliman, coordinator of
student programs for HRL.
Officials wanted to choose
some well-known athletes so students would get a chance to learn
more about them, she said.
But officials also wanted to
showcase other students’ unique
rooms, Silliman said.
Nine dorms are featured in the
episodes, in order to have a variety of living options represented,
she said.

Each residence hall director
was asked to submit the names
of residents who would represent
their dorm and Western well, Silliman said.
She said it’s an opportunity to
showcase dorm renovations and
allow prospective students to see
living options.
Lindsay Thomas, director of
marketing and promotions for Athletics, said the best way to show the
renovations is in front of thousands
of people at the basketball games.
“People might not know what
the dorms look like, and they’ll
enjoy seeing it,” she said.
Thomas said she got the idea

from the television show “MTV
Cribs,” which features tours of
celebrity houses.
“We spun it in our own way,”
she said. “It’s not your typical
sponsorship.”
Thomas said the dorm rooms
themselves are the same, and the
episodes are more focused on the
personal touches, such as decorations and contents of the drawers
and refrigerator.
“It’s really fun because you
get to see their personalities show
through their room,” she said.
She said the first episode debuts at the game against Tulane
University on Dec. 6.

WKUHERALD.COM
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STAFF EDITORIAL

'Championship effort'
Report highlights student athletes' academic success

people

POLL
What are you thankful
for this Thanksgiving?

THE ISSUE: An NCAA graduation
report released last week indicated
that Western graduated 60 percent
of its 2002-03 freshman class and
had seven sports that posted a 100
percent graduation rate.

MICAH BRUCE
Lizton, Ind.
freshman

OUR VIEW: With the continued
success of Western athletics, it’s
encouraging to see that both coaches and athletes have maintained a
strong emphasis on academics.

“My family, good food and
my bed because I’m going
to be sleeping a lot.”

While a newly-announced football coach may attract the full attention of Western sports fans, Western athletes will continue passing
classes to graduate.
Despite the added burden of
playing a college sport, Western
athletes graduated at a rate 13 percent higher than all Western students, who rate 47 percent.
Moreover, Western’s 60 percent athletic graduation rate was
the second-highest in the Sun Belt
Conference and only four points
behind the national average of 64
percent.
What’s more impressive is that
Western’s athletes are not just
scraping by when they graduate.
Of the 438 athletes at Western,
the cumulative grade point average
was a 3.0.
For all the criticism they have
received lately, Athletics Director
Wood Selig and President Gary
Ransdell deserve praise for the continued academic success of Western’s athletes.
Coaches and players also deserve recognition for not making
athletics the only priority and for
taking steps to ensure that graduation rates continue to improve.
Examples of provisions made for athletes include converting the old side of
Houchens-Smith Stadium into an Academic Success Center.
Freshmen athletes are usually required
to complete a certain amount of study hall
hours every week and tutoring is always
available to help keep their grades up.

ANDREA
HAYDEN
Bardstown
senior

“I am thankful for Dec. 19,
2009.”

MARISSA
HOURIGAN
Louisville
sophomore

“I’m thankful for my family.”

But the dedication to academics starts
long before that, with coaches pursuing
athletes that can perform in the classroom
and pick up the slack at game time.
In the long run, this attitude has come
back to benefit Western’s recruitment,
as parents of athletes are more likely to
consider a school with better graduation
rates.
Through all the rivalries, ravenous fans

and millions of dollars in revenue, it’s hard
to remember that college athletes have double the pressure that most students have.
No matter what happens on the field, the
Herald hopes the “championship effort”
that Western’s athletes have given in the
classroom will continue for years to come.
This editorial represents the majority opinion
of the Herald’s 11-member editorial board.

KENDALL BLUE
Madisonville
sophomore

“I am thankful for my
friends, my family and all
the wonderful opportunities I’ve had thus far.”

COMMENTARY

Fifteen things to be thankful for, from Kenya
Hello, my name is Christopher
Leachman, and I am currently
serving at an orphanage in Nairobi,
Kenya. As the lovely Thanksgiving
holiday approaches in the U.S., I
thought I could offer a unique perspective of 15 things you may, or
may not, have thought about being
thankful for and 15 more that I’m
currently thankful for while being on this miraculous adventure.
Therefore, please enjoy.
15 things for you to be thankful
for from the thoughts of someone
from Kentucky while in Kenya:
Being able to drink tap water
without hesitation.
Having running water every
day in abundance and not having
to refill the toilet after each use because of it.
Taking a shower without needing a bucket to pour the very limited amount of water that you’re
given on yourself.
Not worrying about the power
going out because of an immense
lack of rain and needing to use
candles.
Walking on a concrete side-
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walk or asphalt or gravel road instead of a dirt one that easily turns
into mud and puddles when, and
if, it rains.
Not being concerned about getting home every day before dark
because of your safety.
Being able to walk barefoot
without worrying about contracting a type of bacteria or worm.
Not having to take a large pill
every day to prevent malaria.
Not needing to cover up or hold
your nose and mouth when a car
passes close by to prevent inhaling
the carbon monoxide and other
pollution you can smell from it.
Not needing an eight foot high
fence around your home for security and being able to see beyond
your own yard.
Having a car that you can get
in and go anytime.
Not feeling that, because of
your race, you are looked upon by
everyone that passes.
Having street and property lights
for safety that also enable you to
walk and see outside at night.
Knowing the native language
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sports editor
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photo editor
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multimedia editor
Josh Moore*
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fluently and being able to have a
conversation with almost everyone.
Having your family and friends
on the same side of the world as
yourself.
15 things I’m thankful for right
now:
I’ve been in the amazing place
of Africa since Aug. 23, and I still
have until Jan. 8 to enjoy it.
I spend every day with orphaned children that absolutely
love life and make mine even
more joyful.
That God is absolutely glorious.
The prayers that have been
prayed by family and friends and
have certainly been answered.
I have a roof over my head,
shoes on my feet and food to eat.
Technology that enables me
to keep in touch with family and
friends.
The twenty minute walk home
during sunset I have every day
when I say hi to and usually shake
the hand of every child I see.
Words can’t express the joy that
comes from that walk.
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Herald adviser
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photo adviser
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business manager
*Denotes editorial board
members. The Herald
publishes on Tuesdays and
Fridays.

Good health and no illness on
my journey thus far.
The good friends that have
been made that laugh and smile
very often and cause me to do the
same.
That through my own eyes,
pictures that I’ve taken and messages I’ve written, I’ve helped to
break down the misconceptions
we have of Africa in the U.S., especially the thoughts of despair
and sadness. The people, even in
the slums, are happy.
I will forever be changed for
the better because of this journey.
The living miracles I get to be
with every day in the form of the
orphaned children.
I have wonderful family and
friends that are looking forward to
my return.
The positive impact I have
had, and will continue to have, on
people in the U.S. because of my
journey.
I am living a dream.
Well, there you have it. If you
would like to see the pictures and
read the messages I spoke of please

CONTACT US
Advertising 270.745.2653
advertising@chherald.com

News 270.745.6011
news@chherald.com
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don’t hesitate to send me an e-mail
at christopher.leachman@wku.edu
and I’ll gladly send you a link to the
Facebook photo albums I have for
the journey and a word document
with the messages I have written
so far. Also, if you would like more
details on how you can help the
orphanage I’m volunteering with
or sponsoring a child at the orphanage or any other questions you may
have, please e-mail me also. One
last thought, I recommend that
you take a minute to think about
and write down 15 things you are
thankful for. I know I enjoyed doing so. I hope you have a splendid
Thanksgiving, a very Merry Christmas and a grand New Year. Thank
you for taking time to read this. I
hope you have a great day and may
God bless you always.
With best wishes from Kenya,
Christopher Leachman
Campbellsville senior
This commentary does not represent the views of the Herald or the
university.

SUBMISSIONS
The Herald encourages
readers to write letters
and commentaries on
topics of public interest.
Here are a few guidelines:

diversions@chherald.com

Opinion 270.745.4874
opinion@chherald.com

Sports 270.745.4874
sports@chherald.com

Photo 270.745.6281
photo@chherald.com

1. Letters should not exceed
250 words, and commentaries should be about 500
words.
2. Originality counts. Please
don't submit plagiarized
work.

3. For veriﬁcation, letters
and commentaries MUST
include your name, phone
number, home town and
classiﬁcation or title.
4. Letters may not run in
every edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the
right to edit all letters for
style, grammar, length and
clarity. The Herald does NOT
print libelous submissions.
6. Letters and commentaries
must be received by 7 p.m.
on Wednesday and Sunday.

DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO NOT reﬂect those of Western Kentucky University's employees or of its administration.
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Mom ﬁnds home among college students
By KATHERINE WADE
diversions@chherald.com

Renee and Tristan Irey are
more than just mother and son.
They’re also classmates and
lab partners.
“I’ve always been very close
with both my boys,” Renee Irey
said. “I have a good relationship
with both of them.”
Her other son, Shane, is in
the Air Force.
Renee Irey, 51, is a graduate student working toward her
bachelor’s degree in health care
administration. She and her
youngest son, Tristan, a senior
majoring in pre-physical therapy who is taking a semester off,
have taken classes together.
“It’s really funny because
a lot of the teachers are really
hesitant about having a parentchild in class together,” she
said. “Then it ended up working
really well. We get along well.
We sat next to each other.”
Renee Irey said her son got a
B, and she got a C in their anatomy class.
“That wasn’t too cool,” she
said.
When Tristan Irey decided
to move onto campus, he convinced his mom to come with
him.
“He pushed me,” Renee Irey
said. “He said, ‘Your kids are
grown, you aren’t taking care
of us anymore, and you’ve been
wanting to change your career.

ADULT
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Along with the economic appeal of larger potential salaries,
the mid-life search for significance attracts adults to higher
education, Adult Learner Adviser Todd Noffsinger said.
Administrators define adult
learners as students who are 25
years old or older and students
dealing with “adult” situations,
such as parenthood, he said.
A diverse group of people
lives under the “adult learner”
label.
Noffsinger said he’s worked
with 19-year-old mothers and
70-year-old grandfathers, students with 30-year-old GEDs
and students with 90 transferable
credit hours.
Averages concerning age and
length of study before graduation can’t paint comprehensive
pictures of the adult learner population, he said.
But the majority of non-traditional students are between 25
and 44, according to the NoelLevitz Adult Learner Inventory
conducted at Western, Berger
said.
The majority of students
Noffsinger works with are in
their 30s and 40s, and that’s no
random statistic, he said.
“As people get into their midlife … they start kind of asking
about the meaning of life, so to
speak,” Noffsinger said. “People
are finding that their career paths
aren’t meaningful.”
He said furthering their education is one way middle-aged

Now is the time to do it.’”
Renee Irey said she didn’t
want to drive from Scottsville,
where they live with her parents, so she decided to live on
campus too. She ended up on
the 21st floor of Pearce-Ford
Tower, and he was on the 18th
floor.
“He’d run up and rob my refrigerator,” Renee Irey. “I would
buy groceries, and he’d run up
and say, ‘Do you have toast, do
you have coffee made?’”
After living a year in PFT,
Renee Irey decided to apply
for a position as a resident assistant.
“I never thought I would get
picked because of my age,” she
said. “I ended up having two
hall directors pick me. They had
to go in and actually sit across
from each other at a table and
say why I would fit in at their
residence hall better than the
other one. I was shocked when
I found out. I was like, ‘They
fought over me?’”
Renee Irey is now in her third
year as an RA in Bates-Runner
Hall.
“I love Bates. I love being an
RA,” she said. “When my kids
were growing up, my house was
the house where everyone came
over and hung out. And I loved
it. I always wanted four to six
kids. I got two, so I just made up
for it with all their friends.”
Kevin Blanch, Bates residence hall director, said having

adults cope with questions about
personal significance.
Glasgow sophomore Barrett
Wright, 34, dropped out of Lindsey Wilson College during his
freshman year in 1996.
Wright said he began taking
classes at Western’s Glasgow
campus in 2008 after several
years of feeling unsatisfied with
his professional life.
“I have been bouncing from
entry-level job to entry-level job,
and I feel that I should be further
along than where I am,” he said.
“I feel like I’m a more intelligent
person than the jobs I’ve been
working.”
Wright currently works as an
associate pastor and referee for
the intramural department, but
he plans on graduating no later
than 2013 with a degree in religious studies.
He said the enlightenment
provided by higher education
satisfies his previously unfulfilled desire to learn, and he’s
going to use his degree to pursue
his long-time dream of preaching.
Noffsinger said that, like
Wright, the majority of adult
learners he works with express
interest in service fields.
The Noel-Levitz inventory
shows that 38 percent of adult
learners come to Western to pursue education, health care or social services.
Berger said that might be because careers in service fields
provide a sense of significance
and meaning for adults learners.
“Lots of times you have students who enter college because
Mommy or Daddy said ‘You

DAVE KASNIC/HERALD

Scottsville senior Renee Irey is a resident assistant at Bates-Runner Hall. “The job is really demanding and stressful, but my heart is in education so that is why I do it,” Irey said.

a diverse staff offers more perspectives for students looking
for advice.
“Renee has a lifetime of experience to share,” he said.
Tristan Irey said he was glad
to have his mom nearby.
“It’s always cool to have
your mom on campus to talk to
or study with,” he said. “We’re
both kind of in the medical

have to go to college,’” he said.
“When they come back, they
have much more of a purpose,
and they see that they want to
make a difference.”
Some adult learners mix personal fulfillment with a more material motivation for going back
to school — a bigger salary.
Noffsinger said career advancement is one of the largest
factors drawing adults to universities.
Berger said that explains the
25 percent of adult learners who
are studying business, according
to the The Noel-Levitz inventory.
Whether motivated by money
or a mid-life crisis, research on
adult education, such as Carol
Kasworm, Cheryl Polson and
Sarah Fishback’s “Responding to Adult Learners in Higher
Education,” shows that adult
learners perform as well or better academically than traditional
students, Berger said.
The Noel-Levitz inventory
didn’t include statistics on adult
learners’ academic performance,
such as their GPAs, but Berger
and Noffsinger said their personal experiences support the
research.
Students who dropped out of
college as teenagers typically
improve their grade point averages by at least one point when
they return to school as adults,
Noffsinger said.
He attributed adult student
success to their goal-oriented behavior and understanding of the
importance of education.
Wright said his past failures
are his biggest motivation, and
without them, he couldn’t suc-

field, so we take a lot of the
same classes and help each other out.”
Having his mom on campus
has had other advantages as
well.
“I’ve picked him and his
friends up from parties before,”
Renee Irey said. “I was young, I
know people go out and drink. I
told them don’t drink and drive.

I’d rather have you call me. I
don’t care if they have to crawl
into the car, just as long as they
are safe.”
Renee Irey said she’s always
liked having her kids around.
“I was never one of those
moms who you hear say, ‘When
you turn 18 you’re out of
here,’” she said. “I never felt
that way.”

I have been bouncing from entry-level
job to entry-level job, and I feel that
I should be further along than where
I am."
—BARRETT WRIGHT
Glasgow sophomore

ceed now.
“Many, many times I have
juggled the thought of quitting,
but I have a relentless attitude to
stay the course,” he said.
Like Wright, Looper entered
college right out of high school
and dropped out during her
freshman year. Later, she took
a job with her uncle’s cleaning
company instead.
“After I got married and realized I was going to have to clean
offices for the rest of my life, I
decided to go back to school,”
she said.
Looper said working such
jobs gave her a greater appreciation for education. She will
graduate with an English degree
in December.
Despite their successes, adult
learners face many challenges,
Noffsinger said.
“The majority of (adult) students don’t see themselves first
and foremost as a student,” he
said. “They see themselves first
as a parent or an employee or as
a professional, and being a student is a second identity.”
Balancing multiple identities

is no easy task, said Wright, who
has three children and works two
part-time jobs.
But Western administrators
have been working to accommodate adult learners by offering an
increasing number of online and
evening courses, President Gary
Ransdell said.
In January of 2009, administrators launched WKU REAL,
the Reaching Every Adult Learner office, designed to advise adult
learners about registering, applying for financial aid and selecting a major, among other things,
Noffsinger said.
He said institutional research
predicts that the adult learner
population will continue to grow
in coming years.
Looper said if she had her
way, she’d continue contributing to the adult student culture at
Western.
The woman who spent years
avoiding school now says she
doesn’t want to leave, and preparing for her upcoming graduation has been bittersweet.
“I’m kind of sad about it,” she
said. “I don’t want to stop.”
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Taggart's contract not done
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By JONATHAN LINTNER

work within those boundaries.
Western currently runs a spread
offense and 3-4 defense.

sports@chherald.com

Athletics Director Wood Selig said on Monday that four other
candidates were interviewed for the
head coach position over the weekend.
Along with new Head Coach
Willie Taggart, the search committee talked to Chicago Bears wide
receivers coach Darryl Drake, Duke
defensive coordinator Mike MacIntyre and Arkansas offensive coordinator Paul Petrino.
Taggart has already helped rebuild one program as running backs
coach at Stanford. He said by employing the “Stanford Model” at
Western, the Toppers should be
back to winning immediately.
“At Stanford, coach (Jim) Harbaugh created a competitive environment every day, and that’s what
I’m looking to bring here at Western
Kentucky,” Taggart said. “This is a
tremendous university with firstclass facilities, and there will be no
reason why we cannot win here.”

Taggart will evaluate
current coaching staff
Before fully staffing from his own
list of contacts, Taggart — who said
he is family-oriented — plans to give
each member of fired Head Coach
David Elson’s staff an interview.
Taggart said he will use a West
Coast-style offense and a 4-3 defense,
and that he expects any coach hired to

Recruiting begins next
week for Taggart
Stanford will play in its first bowl
game since 2001 this season. While
Taggart said he expects to be there,
he also wants to be out on the recruiting trail on Western’s behalf after the
Cardinal’s final regular-season game,
this Saturday against Notre Dame.
Selig said Taggart’s lasting recruiting connections to Florida,
Georgia and Kentucky factored into
the hiring.
Taggart added that Western’s
new facilities will make it easier for
him to continue to recruit from the
whole nation and not just a region.
“Being an alum, I talk to some of
my former teammates,” Taggart said.
“We always talk about how when we
were here, how it would be nice to
have another side of the stadium —
how it would be nice to have a locker
room where it don’t rain in.”
Taggart said he hasn't yet spoken
with the current team and will wait
to do so until after the Toppers’ regular season ends against Arkansas
State on Dec. 3.

Crennel, team played
part in decision
Athletics Director Wood Selig
threw former Western great Romeo
Crennel’s name out of contention

for the job early in the coaching
search, but Selig said Crennel ultimately had a hand in finding the
right person for the job.
“We received input from a large
number of people,” Selig said. “We
have also been fortunate to receive
tremendous insight from Romeo
Crennel. Crennel has talked to numerous individuals on behalf of his
alma mater, and his input has been
extremely valuable.”
Selig also said the search committee met with the Unity Council,
composed of current football players, to define “who they felt would
be the model head coach.”
The Unity Council’s recommendations matched up with the search
committee’s ideas about what attributes a new coach should possess,
and Taggart fit that description perfectly, Selig said.

Taggart’s contract not
set in stone
Selig said that most details have
been worked out on Taggart’s contract, but a final sum and benefits
aren’t yet set in stone. Taggart has
hired an agent and will work through
him on the proceedings.
Selig said the finalized contract
will be available to anyone who
wants it.
He said the contract and those of
Taggart’s incoming staff members
should closely match up with the
contracts of current football staff
members.

Fans react to Taggart's hiring
By COLE CLAYBOURN
& MIKE STUNSON
sports@chherald.com

President Gary Ransdell and
Athletics Director Wood Selig announced on Monday that Willie
Taggart will take over as the new
head football coach, and while some
fans didn’t immediately recognize
the name, many knew that a change
was needed.
“I don’t know who that is, but
honestly I feel like anything is better than what we’ve got right now,”
Covington senior Amy Roberts
said.
Taggart played on Western’s
team from 1995-98 and served on
the coaching staff from 1999-2006,
which Roberts said would be a benefit to the team in the future.
“It’s going to help to bring
someone in who’s already been at
Western,” Roberts said. “People are
going to be able to relate to that a
lot more. Getting someone who is
fond of Western will make a much
smoother transition.”
Mike Taggart, who is a sophomore from Hendersonville, Tenn.,

and no relation to Willie Taggart,
also said prior experience at Western will be a good thing.
“He knows about our fans and
work ethic,” he said. “He knows
what to expect.”
The move makes Taggart the
10th black head coach in the Football Bowl Subdivison, and Ryan
Heiney, a junior from Santa Claus,
Ind., said he’s glad more AfricanAmericans are getting head coaching positions.
But Taggart said he hadn’t considered his race until asked about it
during his introductory press conference on Monday.
“I don’t want to be known as a
minority coach,” he said. “I want to
be known as a head football coach,
and that’s what I am. I’m a head
football coach.”
Taggart has served since 2003
as the running backs coach at Stanford, which ranks 13th in the nation
in total rushing yards per game.
Marshall Bull, a junior from
White House, Tenn., said he thinks
Taggart’s success coaching in the
Pac-10 is only going to help improve Western’s offense.

The hire came with two games
left in the season and amid an 18game losing streak for the Hilltoppers, the longest in the nation.
Henderson sophomore Mike
Bjoralt said he’s hoping the Western
program will return to the success it
once had.
“We were the 2002 champions
in Division I-AA (now the Football
Championship Series),” he said.
“We should win at least one game.
Hopefully the new coach will help
us out.”
Clarissa Dohogne, a sophomore
from New Albany, Ind., said she is
looking forward the future of the
program.
“It’s exciting,” she said. “It’s
definitely good that he’s been here
before. His insight will be good, and
hopefully that will help a lot.”
Sophomore Diego Ambriz, from
Monterrey, Nuevo Leon in Mexico,
said he hopes Taggart can give the
Toppers an extra spark as the new
head coach.
“He’s supposed to know how
things work, so maybe he can share
that motivation with the players and
we can win a game,” he said.
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Winning seasons the Toppers
had during Taggart’s eight years
on Western's coaching staff.

10/23
The date in 1999 that Taggart’s
jersey was retired, making him
one of only four Western football players with that distinction.

11
Program records Taggart set as
the Toppers’ quarterback from
1995-98. The only one of those
records still standing is that of
47 rushing touchdowns.

3,997
Taggart’s career rushing yards,
an NCAA record when his career ended in 1998.

33,2,28
Taggart’s age, in years, months
and days, making him one of
the youngest head coaches in
the NCAA.

TAGGART
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

“When I left here, I left
here for a reason — to prepare myself for an opportunity if it ever happened,”
Taggart said. “This is an
opportunity of a lifetime to
come back home ... it’s like
a dream come true.”
Taggart joins volleyball coach Travis Hudson,
women’s basketball coach
Mary Taylor Cowles and
track and field coach Erik
Jenkins as current Western
head coaches that graduated from the university.
President Gary Ransdell
compared Taggart’s hiring
to that of Jimmy Feix, who
graduated from Western in
1953 and was named the
head coach 15 years later.
Taggart graduated in 1998.
“We’ve had a lot of great
quarterbacks, but the two
greatest of all are Jimmy
Feix and Willie Taggart,”
Ransdell said. “This is the
first time that we’ve hired
an alumnus in the job since
Jimmy Feix, and that analogy is important to all of us
who care deeply about this
university family and this
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football program.”
Taggart was a member of the Western coaching staff from 1999-2006,
spending time as wide
receivers coach, running
backs coach, co-offensive
coordinator and eventually assistant head coach.
He then left to join former
Western coach Jim Harbaugh at Stanford.
Selig said Taggart was a
logical fit for the job given
his experiences at Western
— not only as a coach, but
as a student athlete.
“Willie is a well-known
commodity by WKU and
by football fans everywhere,” Selig said. “Sometimes the best choices are
the obvious ones. Willie
Taggart is the perfect fit
and the ideal person to lead
WKU football as we move
forward in our (Football
Bowl Subdivision) transition.”
As quarterback for the
Toppers from 1995-1998,
Taggart set 11 school records.
He is one of only four
players in program history
to have his jersey retired.
Taggart said he expects
to win right away, recruit
only the best student athletes to Western and use
his familiarity to motivate
a turnaround of the football
program, which is in the
midst of an 18-game losing
streak under current Head
Coach David Elson.
“Western is in my
DNA,” Taggart said.
“One thing about me,
you don’t have to retrain
me in the community. I
know where to go. I’ve
bled red since day one,
and I know everything
about Western Kentucky.
I know what it takes to
win here at Western Kentucky, and I know what
type of athlete we want
here, and I know what
direction we want to go
with at this program.”
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Season ends with loss to MTSU

BEN SEVERANCE/HERALD

Read
the full
story
online

Ashley Mead, a senior Middle Tennessee State outside hitter, spikes the
ball toward senior outside hitter Abbie Siljendahl and senior middle
hitter Brittany Bowen during Western’s 3-1 season ending loss to MTSU
on Friday. The Lady Toppers (25-9, 13-4 Sun Belt Conference) lost to
eventual Sun Belt Tournament champion MTSU in four sets (21-25,
25-23, 15-25, 24-26) in their semiﬁnal match. Even though the Lady Toppers advanced to the tournament semiﬁnals, Hudson said hopes for an
at-large bid to the NCAA tournament are slim because the Sun Belt will
likely send both MTSU and Florida International to the tournament. For
more on this story, visit wkuherald.com.

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

Senior forward Arnika
Brown said that it is important for the Lady Toppers to enjoy their time together over the break, but
that their main objective is
to compete.
“It’s going to be fun,
but we have to remember
to play good ball as well,
and have fun afterwards,”
Brown said. “I feel like everyone has the right mentality. We just want to get
out there together and play
hard.”
Western
will
see
some stiff competition in
Cancun, playing Duke and
Arkansas on Thursday and
Friday, respectively.
Duke, ranked No. 11 in
the Associated Press Top
25 poll, was 2-1 heading
into last night’s game with
UNC Charlotte. The Lady
Blue Devils advanced
to the second round of
last
season’s
NCAA

LIGHTLY
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

DNA
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

But Taggart also left an
impression on Western as
a member of the coaching
staff.
He was hired by thencoach Jack Harbaugh in
1999 as a wide receivers
coach, just a semester after
graduating from Western.
Harbaugh said at the
time that Taggart still had
aspirations of playing
professional football, but
he contained all of the
tools to be a good coach.
“I know he’d like to
look at the Canadian

SHAVE
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

Nine runners took turns
passing the clippers one
night, shaving their heads in
support of their teammate.
While walking slowly
down the halls of The
Medical Center the next
morning, Somers was
greeted by faces he said he
almost didn’t recognize.
“I saw a bunch of bald
guys walking out of the
elevator,” Somers said.
“It never crossed my mind
they were here for me or
that they could get that
many people together to do
it. This is more of a team
than I ever expected.”
Besides visiting Somers every day, shaving
their heads is a visible
way to show support for
him, senior Patrick Jenkins said.
“You hear of people
shaving their heads for
family all the time,” Jenkins said. “This team is
like a family, so when he
told me, I wanted to shave
my head. I never thought
we would have as many
people buy into the idea
though. That’s just the

league and maybe Arena
Football, and I want him
to do that,” Harbaugh
told the Herald in 1999.
“But at some point in
time, football will come
to an end, and I want him
to know that teaching
and coaching would be a
tremendous opportunity
for him.”
Taggart
stayed
at
Western after ending his
playing career, becoming
quarterbacks coach in 2000
and eventually assistant
head coach in 2003.
He left Western in 2006
to become the running
backs coach at Stanford
under Jim Harbaugh, a

position he said he will
continue to serve until the
end of this season.
But Taggart told the
Herald in 2007 that
Western would always be
a special place to him.
“Western is my home,
it’s where I played ball and
grew into a young man,
and it pretty much made
me who I am,” Taggart
said in 2007. “And I am
going to represent Western
Kentucky to the fullest,
‘cause I’m like a kid
leaving home representing
his family.”

kind of guys we have on
the team.”
Bowers, who had the
longest hair on the team,
said he didn’t think twice
about getting rid of it for
Somers.
“We can go visit him in
the hospital once a day, but
shaving our heads tells him
that we are thinking of him
all the time,” Bowers said.
“When we look in the mirror, we now think, ‘I wonder how Lucas is doing?’”
Bob and Pam Somers,
Lucas Somers’ parents,
said knowing that their
son has the support the
team has helped the family deal with a difficult
situation.
Lucas Somers’ sister,
Hannah Somers, said she
moved back to Bowling
Green from Louisiana
when she learned about
her brother’s cancer and
is encouraged by the runners’ support.
“You get a phone call at
the beginning of the week
saying, ‘Hey, I might have
cancer,’” Hannah Somers
said. “It kind of slaps you
in the face. He just started
that team this semester.
We didn’t expect them
with arms wide open and

take time out of their days
to come check on him. It
has meant a lot to us and
helped our family cope
with this.”
Lucas Somers said he’s
been told his form of cancer is 98 percent beatable
with chemotherapy. He
begins the last week of a
nine-week treatment program on Dec. 29.
Somers said he fully
intends to compete for the
Toppers next season, and
the goal is one of the main
things helping him deal
with chemotherapy and
long stays in the hospital.
“I just have to stay
positive, because I know
as soon as I get out of here
I can start running again,”
he said. “That’s what I
have to keep thinking
about.”
Somers said it’s been
incredible to receive so
much support from the
other Toppers.
“I just met them this
summer,” Somers said. “It’s
amazing how close you can
get to some guys just by
running with them.”

Reporter Jeremy Brown
contributed to this story.

Last week, the Toppers
also played two games in
two days, against Wisconsin-Milwaukee and Louisiana State. They stayed
strong for 20 minutes with
the Tigers but sputtered in
the second half of the 7160 loss that sent them back
to Bowling Green for NIT
consolation games.
Although it might be
easy to pass off this week’s
opponents as pushovers,
McDonald said both are
threats to deal Western its
second — and even third —
loss of the season.
“If we don’t play well,
we’ll lose both games,”
McDonald said. “We have
to come to play. These
teams can play.”
But the Toppers aren’t
overlooking anyone, junior
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tournament as a No. 1
seed.
Western lost to the
Lady Blue Devils 5956 last season in Diddle
Arena, and Brown said
the matchup will prove
a challenging test once
again.
“They’re going to push
the ball and crash the
boards,” Brown said. “And
you know they’re going to
have some size. They’re
Duke. They’re going to
have some size.”
Cowles said scouting
for Duke began on the trip
back from an 81-74 win
at South Dakota State on
Sunday, but this trip will
be an important time for
the team to look inward as
well.
“We also have to focus
on ourselves and figure out
what we’re doing well and
what we need to continue
to work on,” Cowles said.
In addition to the
potential for two big
wins, senior forward
Dominique Duck said the

trip will provide a chance
for invaluable experience
against top competition.
“It’s a great road trip and
more time for us to bond,”
Duck said. “Playing these
big-time teams and having
a great non-conference
schedule heading into
the conference schedule,
I think these games are
really going to help us.”
All
Thanksgiving
festivities will not be lost
in Mexico, however.
Cowles
said
the
coaching
staff
will
make sure players “get
something good to eat and
get their bellies full.”
Junior guard Amy
McNear said the team
itself is very much like a
family.
“I’m glad we plan trips
like these, because we bond
as a team, and we have
fun on and off the court,”
McNear said. “We’ll have
fun going to the beaches,
and we’ll have fun playing
Duke and Arkansas, so it
will be a good trip.”

forward Sergio Kerusch
said.
During a week of
recovery from its trip to
Baton Rouge, La., Kerusch
said the team did everything
but sit around depressed
about a missed opportunity.
“We don’t have any
time to sit and mope around
about what we could have
done or what should have
happened,” Kerusch said.
“We just have to get better
as a team, move on to the
next one and take it head
on.”
Thanks to the loss,
senior guard A.J. Slaughter
said Western is now thrown
into a familiar spot. As they
have in Slaughter’s previous
three seasons, the Toppers
once again have to prove
their worth but earlier than
in the past.
“We know we’re better
than we played, and we’re
definitely going to come out

and play our best basketball
so far,” Slaughter said. “It’s
just fire in our belly to come
out and play the way we’re
capable of.”
Performing to their
potential
means
that
everyone has to play within
their roles, McDonald said.
He said he looks for
Slaughter to carry much of
the scoring load as he did
last season, but McDonald
said others have to step up
and join Slaughter if the
Toppers want to remain
contenders on the national
scene.
“That’s one of the
reasons why I thought
we were such a good
team at the end of last
year,” McDonald said. “I
thought we really shared
the ball, and different
guys shared the ball on
different nights.
“We’ve got to get back
to that.”

For more on this story,
check http://chhtoppertalk.wordpress.com.
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WKU in Taggart's DNA
By ZACH GREENWELL

back for four seasons and one
of four players in program history to have their number retired, according to a Western
press release.
“I loved playing here, and More on
I’m proud of the success we Willie
achieved here,” Taggart said
at the press conference. “I’m Taggart
also proud to represent all of on page
the WKU players that have 6 and
contributed to such success
in our 91-year history of the online
program.”
Taggart is one of only five players in Division I-AA (now Football Championship Series) history to both pass and rush for 3,000
yards in a career, and he was the I-AA Offensive Player of the Year in 1998.

sports@chherald.com

No one should feel obligated to give new
Head Coach Willie Taggart a tour of Western’s campus.
He’s already very familiar with the school.
“Western is in my DNA,” Taggart said at
his introductory press conference on Monday. “One thing about me, you don’t have to
retrain me in the community. I know where
to go, and I’ve bled red since day one.”
Taggart graduated from Western in 1998
and set 11 school records as the Toppers’
quarterback from 1995-98.
The former Western quarterback totaled
3,957 rushing yards in his career — an
NCAA record at the time, according to the
NCAA’s Web site.
Taggart is also one of only three Western
players in the last 50 years to start at quarter- SEE DNA, PAGE 7

HERALD FILE

New football Head Coach Willie Taggart graduated from Western in 1998 and set 11
school records as the Toppers' quarterback from 1995-1998.

Bald ambition

Runners shave
heads to support
teammate

By EMILY PATTON
sports@chherald.com

BEN SEVERANCE/HERALD

Freshman Lucas Somers, center, poses for a portrait with the Western cross-country team. Somers was diagnosed with testicular cancer in October.
The team shaved their heads so they would be united as Somers goes through chemotherapy.

“We wanted to say, ‘Hey, we are here for you’ and to let everyone else know we are a
team and in this together. Me and the guys were talking about it. We thought, ‘He is
going to lose his hair. We might as well lose ours too.’”
— MARK BOWERS, Junior cross country team member

MORGAN WALKER/HERALD

Junior guard Amy McNear celebrates after scoring in the
Lady Toppers’ exhibition game against Brescia on Nov. 8.
The Lady Toppers won 105-44.

CONTACT: NEWS 270.745.6011

Freshman Lucas Somers was
told when he began chemotherapy
that he would lose his hair within
10 days. A few days after beginning treatment, his cross country
teammates lost theirs.
On Oct. 27, Somers was diagnosed with stage-three testicular
cancer and told that the disease
had spread as far as his lungs. He
had surgery on Nov. 2 to remove
as much of the cancer as possible.
“The first thing that went
through my mind was not being
able to run for some time,” Somers said. “I was more shocked
than anything.”
Somers met with the team at
his house soon after the surgery
and told them about his diagnosis. Junior Mark Bowers said an
idea immediately began to spread
from runner to runner.
“We wanted to say, ‘Hey, we
are here for you’ and to let everyone else know we are a team and
in this together,” Bowers said.
“Me and the guys were talking
about it. We thought, ‘He is going
to lose his hair. We might as well
lose ours too.’”
SEE SHAVE, PAGE 7

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL

MEN'S BASKETBALL

Team to spend
Thanksgiving at
Cancun tourney

Toppers don't
take consolation
games lightly

By ZACH GREENWELL

By JONATHAN LINTNER

sports@chherald.com

sports@chherald.com

Forget traditional time with family and the chilly
Kentucky weather. The Lady Toppers will head to
a more exotic locale for the Thanksgiving holidays.
Western (3-0) leaves today for
Cancun, Mexico, where the team
will compete in the Caribbean
Challenge on Thursday and Friday.
Head Coach Mary Taylor
Cowles said an irregular holiday Next home
schedule is a way of life for a bas- game
ketball player or a coach.
Cowles recalled last year’s Lady Toppers
Thanksgiving celebration, when vs. N. Dakota
she hosted 47 people at her house Wed., Dec. 2
for dinner as the team prepared
7 p.m.
for a game the next day.
“I think it’s a situation where Diddle Arena
our ladies understand that it’s
basketball season,” Cowles said.
“And this group this year is such a close-knit group
that I think they are looking forward to being together over the holiday.”

The Toppers had hoped to spend Thanksgiving in
New York City competing in the final rounds of the Preseason National Invitational Tournament with the likes
of Connecticut and Duke in Madison Square Garden.
Instead, they have narrowed their
focus to defending a 14-game winning
streak in Diddle Arena that dates back
to Feb. 21, 2008, before Head Coach
Next home
Ken McDonald came to Western.
“Are you playing in the Garden game
against UConn? No,” McDonald
said. “But we’re going to talk about Hilltoppers
the fact that we haven’t lost in Did- vs. Indiana St.
dle. We haven‘t lost since I‘ve been
tonight
here, and a lot of these guys haven‘t
lost in a year. And we’re going to de- 7 p.m.
fend that like it means something.”
Diddle Arena
McDonald said improvement
across the board was the focal point
for Monday’s game against Cal State Northridge. Unwavering focus is the point of emphasis in Western’s
follow-up contest with Indiana State on Tuesday night.

SEE TOURNEY, PAGE 7

SEE LIGHTLY, PAGE 7
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